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Pennsylvania’s Oil and Gas Act (Act 223)
Sec. 601.102. Declaration of purpose

The purposes of this act are to:
(1) Permit the optimal development of the oil and gas resources of 

Pennsylvania consistent with the protection of the health, safety, 
environment and property of the citizens of the Commonwealth.

(2) Protect the safety of personnel and facilities employed in the 
exploration, development, storage and production of natural gas or 

oil or the mining of coal.

(3) Protect the safety and property rights of persons residing in areas 
where such exploration, development, storage or production 

occurs.
(4) Protect the natural resources, environmental rights and values 

secured by the Pennsylvania Constitution.





McKeesport Gas Boom 
1919



Oil & Gas Wells in PA

• Total wells: 161,697
• Active: 112,642
• Plugged: 46,603
• Abandoned: 2,452
• Unknown: ??



Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Oil and Gas Management

Year End Workload Report 
(January 1, 2008 thru December 31, 2008) 

Well Permits Issued by Year
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Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Oil & Gas Management

Marcellus Shale Permits
January 1, 2009 thru August 21, 2009
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Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Oil and Gas Management

All Permits Issued & Wells Drilled 
(January 1, 2008 thru December 31, 2008)

Map Courtesy of Digital-Topo-Maps.com
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To drill a Marcellus gas well in 
Pennsylvania the operator 
needs…

• Drilling permit 
• E & S plan or permit
• Water Management Plan

Permits, Etc. 



Additional permits and/or approvals may 
be needed

• SRBC or DRBC approval
• Chapter 105 encroachment     

permit
• Dam permit
• PennDOT or Township highway 

occupancy permit



Distance Restrictions:

• 100 ft.  - stream, spring or body of water 
identified on the most current 7 ½ minute 
USGS topographic map.

• 100 ft. must be maintained  to any wetland 
greater than one acre in size. 

• 200 ft from an existing building or water well 
without written consent of the owner.

• The department  may grant a waiver to the 
distance restriction.



Eastern Oil and Gas Region
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PA Department of Environmental

Protection
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Gas Drilling & Water Resources

• Stormwater
– Construction

– Post-construction

• Stream/Wetland Encroachments
• Chemical storage
• Drilling
• Water use
• Wastewater disposal
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Cement Returns 
from the annular space
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Directional Drilling



Marcellus Drill Site





Contact Information

• www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/minres/oilgas/oilgas.htm
• e NOTICE:  www.dep.state.pa.us/enotice
• Service Representative:

– Maribeth Nestor,  Northeast (570) 820-4871
– Barbara Santonico, Northcentral (570) 327-0549

• Emergencies & Reporting:  Toll Free: 866-255-5158
• Oil & Gas Program

– Jennifer Means (570) 321-6550
– Craig Lobins  (814) 332-6860


